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FOREWORD

THE NEW IMPERIAL EDITION OF SOLO SONGS has been
designed as a chronological anthology of song.from the Lutenists down to the
present day. As other albums will be devoted exclusively to operatic and oratorio
arias these are generally omitted from the present volumes.

Manifestly, the selection must be indicative rather than comprehensive or
merely exclusive and is essentially practical, not personal. Each song is briefly
annotated and, except where indicated, appears in the original key or is set for
the voice with which it is normally associated.

Apart from obvious restrictions, the choice has been largely determined by
certain positive needs. To provide the singing teacher and student alike with a
working catalogue as a basis for more specialised research into the varied trea-
sures of the literature of song ; to give to festival committees and examination
bodies a ready way of governing without unduly restricting the dangerous free-
dom of own choice classes ; to present the would-be-accompanist with a con-
venient means of studying the many-sided aspects of his exacting technique ;
and, lastly, to offer to all singers, whether amateur or professional, a practical
and logical conspectus of the diversities of lyrical song over a period of some
three hundred years. If, in addition, these books will do something to combat
the present-day weakness for vocal exhibitionism or narrow eclecticism the
labour of their preparation will be doubly justified.

Croydon 1949 SYDNEY NORTHCOTE
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SO SWEET IS THY DISCOURSE

Thomas Campian (1567-1620) — the usual spelling Campion is
probably incorrect - was a medical man by profession although
posterity remembers him mainly as a poet and musician. This
song is taken from his Fourth Booke of Ayres composed “so0
as they may be expressed by one Voyce, with a Violl, Lute or
Orpharion.’” The book is undated but cannot be earlier than 1617,

Words and music by
THOMAS CAMPIAN

Arranged by
SYDNEY NORTHCOTE
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CARE SELVE

(Come beloved)

This aria cantabile, which comes from a now forgotten
opera Atalanta (1736), has won a firm place in the soprano
repertoire, despite its exacting demands for beauty of tone
and a perfect legato.

Music by

G.F. HANDEL
Arranged by A.L.
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LET ME WANDER NOT UNSEEN

This pleasant Siciliano is taken from Handel's L’Allegro

Words by (1740), a setting of Milton’s poem mixed up with I/ Pensieroso Music by
JOHN MILTON and an i/ Moderato by Jennens. Dr. Ernest Walker has rightly G.F. HANDEL
described this music as ““delicate and picturesque”
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GENTLE SHEPHERD

(Se tu m'ami)

Several romantic legends have gathered about the astonish-

English words by ing life of Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-1736).  This Music by
PAUL ENGLAND charming ‘pastoral’ is a delightful example of his graceful G.B. PERGOLESI
melodic fluency.
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WHERE THE BEE SUCKS

Words by
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

The Shakespearean songs of Dr. Arne (1710-1778) have
all the felicity and charm of folk song. Compare this
with the later setting by Arthur Suliivan which ap-
pears on page 95.

Music by
THOMAS AUGUSTINE ARNE
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HOW CALM IS MY SPIRIT

(Ridente la calma)
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Music by
English words by . Prolx):xb‘lhy composed :s farly as 17f7fhthis charmi‘ng ca;zonettta W.A.MOZART
as a e grace and elegance of the more mature Mozart.
SYDNEY NORTHCOTE It wants a pearly toone quality and a limpid, fluent rhythm, Arranged by
SYDNEY NORTHCOTE
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O, BID YOUR FAITHFUL ARIEL FLY

Thomas Linley (1756-1778) was a boyhood friend of the

Words by
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE

young Mozart.
promising geniuses of the age!’

Burney described them both as “the most
This charming song re-

veals the loss English music suffered when the young
violinist lost his life in a boating accident.
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THOMAS LINLEY
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Words by

SHOULD HE UPBRAID

knighted by Queen Victoria.

songs, of which this is a notable example.

Moderato ma brillante

Sir Henry Rowley Bishop was the first musician to be
His mellifluous music is seen

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE at its best, perhaps, in his glees and in his Shakespearean

Music by
HENRY ROWLEY BISHOP
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GRETCHEN AT THE SPINNING WHEEL

(Gretchen am Spinnrade)
JOHANN W.von GOETHE

tE lish ds b ‘Written in 1814, this was Schuberts first setting of Goethe Music b
nglish words Dby and his first masterpiece. To quote Capell: “he saw, he heard, usic by
A .H.FOX STRANGWAYS

he understood in a marvellous moment)” Singers return again

FRANZ SCHUBERT
and STEUART WILSON and again to this song with a “renewed emotion and wonder.”
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J.N.CRAIGHER

English words by
PAUL ENGLAND

THE NOVICE

(Die junge Nonne)

Written and published in 1825, the graphic grandeur and
symphonic perfection of this song have given an unexpected
immortality to an otherwise obscure German poet,
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Music by
FRANZ SCHUBERT
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Wie braust durch die Wi - pfel der heu-len-de Sturm!
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OMNIPOTENCE

(Die Allmacht)

Patriarch PYRKER
* . Written in 1825 and published two years later, this magnifi- Music b
English words by cent song is a challenge to any dramatic soprano. It wants usic by
A.H.FOX STRANGWAYS  generous dynamics from PP to fff as well as a fervency at FRANZ SCHUBERT

and STEUART WILSON once “personal and rapturous”
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LONE AND JOYLESS

(Infelice)

English words by
W. BARTHOLOMEW

with violin obbligato by Henry Blagrove.

Music by

FELIX MENDELSSOHN - BARTHOLDY

This concert-aria, in its first version (1834), was written
for the Philharmonic Society and performed by Mme. Caradori

Mendelssohn re-

wrote it in Leipzig in 1843 and it appears among his
posthumous publications.
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