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FOREWORD

The chief characters in ‘“The Ballad of Baby Doe' are drawn from actual figures in American
history. Baby Doe, Horace and Augusta Tabor, and their fellow-citizens in Leadville and Denver are
recreated from pages of Colorado’s fabulous mining era, at the turn of the century. William Jennings
Bryan and President Chester A. Arthur, who touch on the story at certain points, reflect the larger

American scene as the struggle concerning free gold and silver coinage nearly split the nation asunder.

The dramatic treatment of Tabor’s life, and the two women who dominated it, closely follows the
pattern of fact. Any shifts in time element and character emphasis have been made to shape the robust

chronicle of these lives into the framework of the musical theatre,

The story begins in 1880 at the peak of Tabor's success. After twenty years of poverty, he and
his wife, now in their fifties, have attained wealth and power. The classic triangle is formed when
Mrs. Elizabeth Doe, known to the miners of Central City as Baby, leaves her husband, Harvey Doe, and

comes to Leadyville to better her fortunes.

What begins as a flirtation, ends as a deep and abiding love for the man thirty years her senior.
But the price of this love is ruin for Tabor. Baby Doe remained true to his memory, however. In 1935,
she froze to death at the Matchless Mine, ending the long vigil she had kept there since Tabor’s demise

in 1899.

“The Ballad of Baby Doe'’ was first produced at the Central City Opera House, Central City,
Colorado, in July 1956; costumes, settings, and lighting by Donald Oenslager; staged by Hanya Holm

and Edward Levy; under the musical direction of Emerson Buckley. The principals were:

HORACE TABOR: Walter Cassel—Clifford Harvuot
AUGUSTA: Martha Lipton—Frances Bible

BABY DOE: Dolores Wilson—Leyna Gabriele

MAMA McCOURT: Beatrice Krebs

WILLIAM J. BRYAN: Lawrence Davidson—Norman Treigle

The New York premiere by the N. Y. City Center Opera Company occurred on April 3, 1958,

staged by Vladimir Rosing and conducted by Emerson Buckley. The principals were:

HORACE TABOR: Walter Cassel

AUGUSTA: Martha Lipton

BABY DOE: Beverly Sills

MAMA McCOURT: Beatrice Krebs

WILLIAM J. BRYAN: Joshua Hecht



Cast of Characters

HORACE TABOR, mayor of Leadbville

AUGUSTA, wife of Horace Tabor .

MRS. ELIZABETH (Baby) DOE, a miner’s wife .

MAMA McCOURT, Baby Doe’s mother

WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN, candidate for President .

*CHESTER A. ARTHUR, President of the United States
FATHER CHAPELLE, priest at the weddmg

An old silver miner .

A clerk at the Cldrendon Hofel

Mayor of Leadville . . .

Stage doorman of the Tabor Grcmd

**Bouncer . .
ALBERT, a bellboy
A footman . .
A Denver politician

SARAH, MARY, EMILY, EFFIE, old friends of Augusta .

SAM, BUSHY, BARNEY, JACOB, cronies and associates of Tabor .

Four Washington dandies
KATE, dance hall entertainer

ELIZABETH, age 12 |
SILVER DOLLAR, age 7 §

**MEG, dance hall entertainer ,
SILVER DOLLAR (grown up) .
SAMANTHA, a maid . .

children of Horace and Baby Doe Tabor .

. Baritone

. Mezzo-soprano
. Lyric Soprano
. Contralto

. Bass baritone

. . Tenor
. . Tenor
. Tenor
. Tenor
. Tenor
. Tenor

. Baritone
. Baritone
. Baritone
. Baritone

. 2 Sopranos, 2 Mezzo-sopranos

. 2 Tenors, 2 Baritones

. 2 Tenors, 2 Baritones
. Soprano

S soprano part
silent part

. Mezzo-soprano
. Mezzo-soprano
. Mezzo-soprano

Dance hall girls, Baby Doe’s family, and foreign diplomats at the wedding,

miners and their wives

*These parts may be covered with iwo singers.
**These parts may be covered with one singer,



Synopsis of Scenes

ACT |

Scene 1: Outside the Tabor Opera House, Leadville, 1880.
Scene 2: Ovutside the Clarendon Hotel, later that evening.
Scene 3: The Tabor apartment, several months later.

Scene 4: The lobby of the Clarendon Hotel, shortly thereafter.
Scene 5: Augusta’s parlor in Denver, a year later,

Scene 6: A svite in the Willard Hotel, Washington, D.C., 1883.

ACT Il

Scene 1: The Windsor Hotel, Denver, 1893.
Scene 2: A Club Room in Denver, 1895.
Scene 3: The Matchless Mine, 1896.

Scene 4: Augusta’s parlor, November, 1896.

Scene 5: The stage of the Tabor Grand Theatre, April, 1899.

Instrumentation

Flute | Trombones I-ll
Flute Il/Piccolo Tuba

Oboe Timpani
Clarinets in Bp I-1I Percussion
Bassoon Harp

Horns in F I-lI Piano

Trumpets in Bp |-l Strings



THE BALLAD OF BABY DOE ¥

Libretto by ct On Music by
JOHN LATOUCHE %cene Onee DOUGLAS MOORE

The exterior of the Tabor Opera House tn Leadville, Colorado. It is not a very big building, but it strains toward grandeur in a
timid, rural way. To one side can be seen part of the facade of a salvon: On the other side, the entrance to a hotel is tndicated.
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As the curtain rises the exterior of the Tabor Opera House is seen. Stage left shows the Clarendon Hotel and on the stage right
is u saloon. From the saloon comes the sound of wild shouts and screams mingled with laughter.
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SAM: Its Tabors opry.

JACOB: You know - gala concert - High falutinl

Adelina Patti.
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Their voices die away as the light in the large window reveals Baby Doe seated at the piano, playing.
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Tabor, in the darkness, applauds and Baby comes to the window.
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Tabor takes her hand and kisses it.
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Scene Three

The large, ornate livingroom of a hotel apartment.
lamps against the deepening twilight outside.
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Augusta moves away from the window as Samantha picks up a turkey feather
duster. Augusta has been taking her glasses out of the case.
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Scene Four 71

The lobby of the Clarendon Hotel. Stage right a staircase vs partly secen ascending straight up to the second floor. Beside
stands the clerk’s desk, with the clerk busy at his register and accounts,

Stage left a row of chairs and an exit to the street. Down stage left, a writing desk with stationery and quill pen in
evidence. Center stage, a ctrcular bench with potted paim in the venter.
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Scene Six

Finale

- Act One

A private room tn the old Willard Hotel, Washington. The room, a dream of marble pillars, stately fireplaces, old plush
carpets, is gartanded with flowers. Stage left, there is a table heaped with flowers and presents,its center piece ts six
JSeet high “a wedding-bell of white roses surmounted by a heart of red roses, which is pierced by an arrow of violets,
shot from a Cupids bow of heliotrope”

The chief entrance to the room, rear center stage, is elevated by a statrway at least six steps high, so that a dramatic
or dawdling descent may be made on it.

As the curtain rises, Mrs. McCourt is rushing arownd the room, arranging the flowers. Mr. Mc Court, his son and
daughter fwith spouses if possible) are sitting uncomfortably on the gilt chairs to one side of the room.

A group of four Dandies (doubtiess from the State Department) stand apart and aloof.
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(Scene One)

The Governors Ball. 1893. A balcony off the Ballroom of the Windsor Hotel.
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Curtain.
Through the lighted windows dancers can be seen moving to the rhythm of a gay Polka. Augusta’s Jour friends come
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Buby Doe comes out on the balcony, followed by Mama.
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Scene Two 169
A Club Room in Denver 1895

In a cone of lig’ht Jrom a hanging lamp, the green felt of a circular gaming table is stacked with poker chips, K and
splashed with playing cards. Tabors Jowr cronies are around the table in their shirt sleeves playing poker. As the

light comes on they are tntent on the game.
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Scene Three

A sunny afternoon in 1896. The exterior of the Mdtc}bless Mine. The mine itself fwhick will be scen tn a stark stmplicity in
the epilogue) is now hidden behind scaffolding and bleachers. The miners’ wives are decorating the scaffolding with

bunting as

the curtain rises.

The center stage scaffolding s a speakers stand, which is furnished with a lectern. The base of the lectern is adorned with
a hugh photograph of William Jennwings Bryan. Below the photograph are the glowing initials: W. J. B. Other banners
proclaim -“Welcome to Bryan' etc.
The miners’ wives are s¥nging as they beautify the scene. They should be heard before the rise of the curtain.
Baby Doe enters, followed by her two children and her mother. She is dressed plainly.
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Augustas S tudy.

When the curtain rises

Augusta is standing at the window of her room locking out, listening to the newsboys cry out the news of Bryan's

A few weeks later,
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Samantha enters (upper left), whispers to Augusta, 207

(0v.) then admits Mama McCord and goes off.
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