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NOTE

My ““Old American Country Set’’ was written in nostalgic memory of the
period during my childhood spent with relatives in Western Kansas, Oklahoma,
and Southern lowa. The tunes are all my own, but they are in the manner
of the music heard at that time.

My cousin fiddled for the dance, and when he started a reel and then
changed the time unexpectedly, he called it ‘‘blarneying’’.

On Sunday at the Meeting House, chorale-like hymns were often sung.

A "comallye” (come all ye good people and hear what | say, or some-
thing of the sort) is a form which usually is in 3/4 meter, starting with three
eighth-notes before the bar line, but the comallyes heard in the Midwest
followed their own pattern.

The ‘‘charivari’’ (pronounced ‘‘shivaree’ in Kansas) is usually an impro-
vised din by a group of merry noise-makers outside the home of newly-weds
on their wedding night, but when my fiddling cousin was married, the crowd
outside his house that evening played and sang a slow, rather lugubrious
melody.

It was with another cousin that | went corn husking in lowa, and | found
that the secret of his astonishing rapidity was that he sang himself a rapid
hornpipe-rhythm tune as he husked, keeping his work to the fast pulse.

Henry Cowell



Old American Country Set

Henry Cowell
1. Blarneying Lilt (1937)
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N.B. In this movement, if only one player each is desired for parts marked “a2 ad lib.”, the second player must be
directed not to play.
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2. Meeting House
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