ROBERTO GERHARD

CONCERT
FOR 38

Flute, Clarinet, Accordion, Mandoline, Guitar,
Percussion, Piano, and Double Bass

OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

MUSIC DEPARTMENT 44 CONDUIT STREET LONDON W.1



The eight instrumental parts are on hire.

Duration: 10} minutes approx.

The first performance of this work was given in a
BBC Thursday Invitation Concert on 17 May, 1962.



COMPOSER’S NOTE

Concert for 8 is dedicated to friends in Barcelona, Seiior and Sefiora
Gomis and their six children. My intention was to write a piece of
chamber music in the nature of a Divertimento, almost in the
spirit of the commedia dell’ arte. The eight instruments are in-
troduced somewhat in the manner of dramatis personae, but the
play itself consists of purely musical events, and must not be taken
as evoking or illustrating any extra-musical parallels whatever.
From the conventions of the commedia two have been adopted:
that of extempore invention and, sometimes, that of disguise or
masking—by which I mean unusual ways of playing the instru-
ments. The piece falls into eight sections, which are played without
a break.

R.G.
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$’Guitar: col arco, holding the guitar flat on your lap, play with a cello bow closest to the ponticello.
Begin down bow on the open 6th string, and then gradually flatten the position of the bow, to bring

the other 5 strings into vibration, crescendo up bow to

The bow should be somewhat loosely strung and well resined.

JF over the last 3 beats.
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'$'Cymbal col arco: play with a cello bow on the edge of a thin,medium cymbal (preferably Chinese) firmly
held in hand (through leather strap or fix.rod) to prevent it from wobbling under the pressure of the bow.
Hold the bow perpendicularly to the rim, starting 22 down-bow, and then gradually increasing pressure
up-bow to ff . Plenty of resin shouid be used, both on the bow and all round the cymbal's edge, selecting
for playing the spots that will produce the most satisfactory harmonics, which should be marked with
chalk on the cymbal's surface.
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