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This cantata consists of nine numbers connected by Link-passages.

The solos may be taken by a single soprano, or there may be a different one to represent
each of the solo characters, Robin Hood and Allan-a-Dale. The unison link-passages might
also be effectively sung by a third soloist. Alternatively all solos may be sung by full or part
chorus.

The cantata may also be used as the basis of a pageant, an outline of which appears on
the next page.



A PAGEANT OF ROBIN HOOD

The Cantata could be used as the basis for a simple pageant. In this form it could
be effectively presented in the open air.

Scene : A woodland glade, with a camp-fire in the centre.
Dresses : Traditional : Lincoln Green, ete.
Characters : As suggested by the cantata.

Chorus : Grouped at each side of the stage. They may wear simple costumes in keeping
with the story.

EPISODE I (pp. 1—5) : Sung by Chorus. At the end of the first phrase Robin Hood comes
on with his bow. At “merry men” his followers run on and group. At “poor
bondman ” a ragged serf runs on, looking behind him as if hunted. The outlaws comfort
him. Marian and Alice come on in the last verse. There is a group at the word
“Queen” (p. 5), and then all go off, Marian with Robin and Alice with Allan, and the
Merry Men sporting together.

Link (p. 5) : Sung by Chorus. The stage empty.

EPISODE 1II (p. 6) : Chorus, Robin, and Merry Men. Robin enters and is addressed by
Chorus: “prithee wind,” etc. He replies solo “ And who shall answer,” etc. The various
Merry Men run on as their names occur. They may shout their own names or this may
be left to the Chorus. All the rest flock on at the beginning of the last verse. They
fling themselves on the grass and listen while Robin sings No. 3 (p. 10) as a solo.

Link (p.11) : Chorus. Robin sits, and the Men appear to discuss a song.

The Madrigal (p. 12) can be sung by Chorus, the Men adding appropriate action, or,
better, by the Men themselves. Action should in any case be introduced. They are
singing for pleasure, not in a formal way.

Link (p. 14) : Chorus. The Men remain lounging. Allan-a-Dale walks musingly across
the back. Robin goes to him and appears to ask him to join them, but he makes an angry
gesture at “ blithe bells.”

EPISODE III (p. 14) : Chorus. Allan may sing his own lines. At the beginning of No. 5
Robin comes vigorously down to the Men and appears to speak to them.” They spring
to their feet and listen to the bells. There is then much movement and encouraging of
Allan. The abduction might of course be represented, but as this would involve many
new characters, it would probably be best to leave the stage empty during the Maestoso
except for two Sentries who appear to discuss matters excitedly together. At
“married ” they can evidently see their comrades returning. The Men run on at the
beginning of the last verse, followed by Robin and Marian and Allan and Alice in bridal
dress. Last comes Friar Tuck, who has married them, carried shoulder high. A group
is formed in the centre by the two couples and Tuck. The Men gather round laughing
and pointing fingers at him during the Link (p. 20) and the Round, which is sung by
Chorus. All go off.

EPISODE IV (p. 21) : This can be sung entirely as a duet by Marian and Alice, or entirely by
the Chorus, the Girls adding movement ; or the Chorus may sing the burden lines to
the Girls’ solos. .

EPISODE V: Link (p. 24) and Forest Night Song. Lower lights if the performance is
indoors.

FINALE (p. 27), for which lights gradually come up to full. During the second verse
performers stir themselves. Robin comes on at “Robin was a mighty man.” Half
of the men crowd round him and go over left. The rest balance on the right. Allan
brings the Girls to the centre at “ And yet while olden songs,” and a group is formed
during the four bars leading into No.8. ~Appropriate actions for “ Here’s a health,” etec.
General dance from the Con moto. Tableau group on the last “ Nonny.”

R. B.
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