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Sergei Prokofiev composed his one-act ballet On the Dnieper in 1930.
This is what he says in his Autobiography: “In the summer of 1930, at the
suggestion of the Paris Grand Opéra, I started a two-act ballet On the
Dnieper (Sur le Borysthéne in the French translation: Borysthéne is the
ancient name for the Dnieper). ... The music came easily to me and 1
enjoyed writing it. In style it is similar to The Prodigal Son but the fate
of the two ballets has been altogether different: whereas The Prodigal Son
was an immediate success in the three big capitals of Europe, On the
Borysthéne, in spite of the admirable production by the Grand Opéra (on
December 16, 1932, with sets by Larionov and costumes by Goncharova)
was dull, and although warmly defended by the Paris composers, was
taken off after a few performances. However, considering that ten years
elapsed before my early lyrical music was noticed, I presume this ballet’s
turn will come some day, too. ... In 1933 I made a symphonic suite out of
Le Borysthéne, which is a selection of the more symphonic parts of the
ballet.” *)

The suite from the ballet On the Dnieper, Op. 51, in six parts, was first
performed in Paris in 1934 under the composer’s direction. His own
arrangement of the suite for piano was brought out by the Russian Music
Publishers in 1930. This is the first edition of the score.

*) S. Prokofiev, Autobiography, Articles, Reminiscences, Moscow, Foreign Lan-
guages Publishing House, pp. 79—80.



ORCHESTRA

Piccolo 3 Tromboni

2 Flauti Tuba

2 Oboi

2 Clarinetti * r x

Corno inglese

Clarinetto basso Timpani

2 Fagotti Tamburo

Contrafagotto Cassa

g »* * * * *

2 Trombe Violini I

4 Corni Violini II
Viole
Violoncelli
Contrabassi

B napTuType Bce MHCTPYMEHTBHI HammcaHbl in C, T.e. Tak, Kak OHMu
3By4YaT. B maptuax cienyer mnmcaTh: KJapHeTbl, 6acoBblit KJjapHeT U
Tpy6rt in B, aHramiickuit poxkok u BaaTopHsl in F. B naprurype y Tpy®6,
BJITOPH M JIMTAaBP 3HAKM aJbTepalMy BBICTABJIEHBl y KJIOYE; B MapTUAX
9TUMX MHCTPYMEHTOB 3HAaKM aJIbTEPauMM CIEAYeT BHICTABJAThL Yy HOT.

All instruments in this score are notated in C, i.e., the way they sound.
The parts of the Clarinets, Bass-Clarinet and Trumpets should be written
in B-flat and of the English Horn and French Horns, in F. The sharps and
flats in the Trumpet, French Horn and Kettledrum parts in the score are
written as key signatures; in the parts of these instruments they should
be written just before the notes to which they apply.
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