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2.
RHAPSODY
(Recitativo Stromentato)

Will you see the infancy of this sublime and celestial greatness? I was
a stranger, which at my entrance into the world was saluted and surrounded
with innumerable joys; my knowledge was Divine I was entertain'd like
an Angel with the works of God in their splendour and glory. Heaven and
Earth did sing my Creator’s praises, and could not make more melody to Adam
than to me. Certainly Adam in Paradise had not more sweet and curious
apprehensions of the world than I. All appear’d new, and strange at first,
inexpressibly rare and delightful and beautiful. All things were spotless and
pure and glorious. The corn was orient and immortal wheat, which never should
be reap’d nor was ever sown. I thought it had stood from everlasting to
everlasting. The green trees, when I saw them first, transported and ravished
me, their sweetness and unusual beauty made my heart to leap, and almost
mad with ecstasy, they were such strange and wonderful things. O what venerable
creatures did the agéd seem! Immortal Cherubims! And the young men
glittering and sparkling Angels, and maids strange seraphic pieces of life and
beauty ! I knew not that they were born or should die; but all things abided
eternally. I knew not that there were sins or complaints or laws. 1 dream’d
not of poverties, contentions or vices. All tears and quarrels were hidden from
mine eyes. I saw all in the peace of Eden. Everything was at rest, free and
immortal.

Thomas Traherne.

Adapted from ‘‘ Centuries of Meditation ”’
Third century ; Med : 1, 2, 3.



3.
THE RAPTURE
(Danza)

Sweet Infancy |

O Hevenly Fire! O Sacred Light !
How Fair and bright |
How Great am 1

Whom the whol World doth magnify !

O hevenly Joy !

O Great and Sacred Blessedness
Which I possess !
So great a Joy

Who did into my Arms convey ?

From God abov

Being sent, the Gift doth me enflame
To prais his Name ;
The Stars do mov,

The Sun doth shine, to shew his Lov.

O how Divine
Am I! To all this Sacred Wealth,
This Life and Health,
Who rais’d ? Who mine
Did make the same ! What hand divine |

Thomas Traherne.

4.
WONDER
(Arioso)

How like an Angel came I down !
How bright are all things here !
When first among his Works I did appear
O how their Glory did me crown !
The World resembled his ETERNITY,
In which my Soul did walk ;
And evry tning that I did see
Did with me talk.

The Skies in their Magnificence,
The lovly lively Air, )
Oh how divine, how soft, how sweet, how fair !
The Stars did entertain my Sense ;
And all the Works of God so bright and pure,
So rich and great, did seem,
As if they ever must endure
In my Esteem.

A Nativ Health and Innocence
Within my Bones did grow,
And while my God did all his Glories show
I felt a vigor in my Sense
That was all SPIRIT : I within did flow
With Seas of Life like Wine ;
I nothing in the World did know
But 'twas Divine.

Thomas Traherne.



5.
THE SALUTATION
(Aria)

These little Limbs,
These Eys and Hands which here I find,
This panting Heart wherwith my Life begins ;
Where have ye been ? Behind
What Curtain were ye from me hid so long !
Where was, in what Abyss, my new-made Tongue ?

When silent I
So many thousand thousand Years
Beneath the Dust did in a Chaos ly,
How could I Smiles, or Tears,
Or Lips, or Hands, or Eys, or Ears perceiv ?
Welcom ye Treasures which I now receiv.

From Dust I rise
And out of Nothing now awake ;
These brighter Regions which salute mine Eys
A Gift from God I take:
The Earth, the Seas, the Light, the lofty Skies,
The Sun and Stars are mine ; if these I prize.

A Stranger here
Strange things doth meet, strange Glory see,
Strange Treasures lodg’d in this fair World appear,
Strange all and New to me :
But that they méne should be who Nothing was,
That Strangest is of all ; yet brought to pass.

Thomas Traherne.

The words of this Cantasa are reprinted from *“ The Poetical Works of Thomas
Traherne " and ** Centuries of Meditations ” by Thomas Traherne by kind permission of
the publishers, Messrs. P. J. & A. E. Dobell, of Tunbridge Wells.

A slightly *“ modernized’ version of numbers 3, 4 and 5 appears in the vocal score.
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II. Rhapsody

(Recitativo stromentato)

* Words by
THOMAS TRAHERNE

Music by
GERALD FINZI

Andante con moto - circa 72

In Modo dell’ Intrada

Poco ritard. . .

Q B N ~ 2 ’
I\ - N
F =S J-
Will you see the in-fan-cy of this sub - lime and ce-les . tial
e — b { D L J
& — S & ——° ———m
g r — T
PIANO ppF
(Orchestra) e
i '-
& —
r\' ’D 1Y ! .-
Q“}.-----------atempo
S
great - ness?
e
S x5 = 1§ 3 h ===
' T Y ~FT-
—— .
1 : . — ¥ 7 B L L.E '\
%‘ 1 _ary z . — -
ﬂ '
"mp 2 A
2 : > ¥ —— e :
= —————C—
I was a stran - ger, which at my en - trance in - to the

—
1—
0
.
.

r_rr

B S e

>

*From ‘Centuries of Meditations” by permission of Messrs. P. J. & A.E. Dobell

Copyright 1939 by Boosey & CO Ltd. H. 15139



Q e ) 2 B 2 ' 7
_I I\
R === SR
\ 2 \-_/

J r '
world............. was sa - lu-ted and sur-round-ed with in - nu-mer-a-ble joys;...............
T
,/_\
— — ) — = —
g — . :
: r: r PP m,E ' r
%: 5 E e ,J.
| t —— V |
—
Pocoritard. - . . . _ _ _ _ . a tempo
v — 1 QT " A
} ‘—h——ﬁ% = = r——
s'\!z iu " Jf 1'1 1 1 —
............................. my know- ledge.... was Di - vine..........................
_ﬁ 2
P—— —] L

;mi;g b %3—22; . 3
; . £ ===

P70 P
: np . @
S - B e
A I was en-ter-taind.. like an An-gel...... ... ..
an— E s } z
pif = —T P
2 -=>e7 dolce 2
0 > T pue——————1
: - Y—t+—1—% * — > < j;#ﬂ;d' .
I f

f Poco ritenuto. . . .

onese. —2 2 "2 éﬁ g
: : T ——
CH SisES ae  EEEEE SE
.......................... with the works of Gud......... in...... their splen - dour and
| A = J
T : v r— Jﬁ.‘i |
- j " s y i é y ‘9
g
— p—— _2<mp ‘(;g.
. ¥ v )

Dies Natalis H. 15139



: ——+ e = = = ﬁ
Y glo - ry........
- - 2 2 -2
%- | 1 [— — ———
2 0 a_‘#eti ) i N
‘ i éEz E/f ’9 : ﬁvr
— N~ — mp —_ = dim. 2
— .ﬂfi ~—
. 'z - W . s #?.
=== z = =
2 LI
@- - - patempo
o =
o —t —¥-
J Heav....................... en and
2
£= , R =
&=  E— — * — :
»fl dim| ~—1" \—”rlm< p .
L sty —— " F) s
SEimisi= =S === F
z 2. ] T
~—a f - — —a - -
&r’ = =t = = TN
b 4 )4 J 14
') 1 r M 4 — 0
Earth... . did sing myCre-a - tors prais-es,................. and could not make more
2 I BN
) pede—d e 5o ? = —
: : = p—r Y ——
L B o I T- 3 g : »
ANI V.4 ) S— 1 .
Jg i | - P — et
) . Py . . T2 1 :
o i f 5 5 .
] I T F jli _— . 2 ‘f
0 ———— — @

me - lo-dy to A-dam than t0  Me......................
@q: t 1 x; 1 - %‘m
J I — np| " &im. ==
— /—~/
,. . . e 4 1FT7e .
T = E == = —=

Dies Natalis

H. 15139



14

P (iberamente) (a tempo) ——

I —_— g 2
o — T — —— - %
L M |V 4 ¥4 174 V4 7 17 1V 4 ) VA ) 4
d 1 4 r— T 7 A4 r Y. 1 . | 4 14
........ Cer-tain-ly A - dam in Pa-ra-dise........ had not more
2
N = <
. 7 ¥ = F b
D ' 2 PP collavoce ]
—— —~ —
PR (-
{ \J | J.. n A = | ‘Lﬁ #
% . ' % N 1 }
. - 1 1 ~ —
J |
T —
\ l—‘z—_‘ . ) 2 1 |l 2 1
g . e =
g F—F AL
sweet and cu - rious ap-pre-hen-sions of the world than I, ... 7 ... .
T2~ Z tr -
* = e ZE e * S
g T ’ r Ex - B
P—
| j ' 7l ' ﬁ]
S— + T L
2 1
& — & 1 ==
< F——t—+
All ap-peard new, and strange at first, in-ex-
2 e —_—
Q 4 b — g -‘\ J. ﬁl i
TI.T : 194 & t ‘; = ‘l‘
J * ra f

. . T : -
| | r PIr UV
I - r. i

1)‘]
= mp—
I s
\_/ N——

Dies Natalis H. 15139




15

g by — o  — ~

F— e S — o e e s B 3 =
ANI V4 1 17— M 7 1] 1 T 7 17 —

Fy) Y 4 Y 1 14 r Y

things were spot- less and pure and glo - rious.....

g !, . : . m/"_\
== —= : —= — =+ @E, —
¢ r P f <E@ r>-ﬁ P omp|— — mp=—

\—_/ —
1 .
a— T {- . h’ -
== Tt * ==== =
~ ’ ‘ ! ? rv
@. Tenuto- - - - - - -3 pp iberamente) ' 5'<
@ﬁ — - —2 —F a:
r 4 L) ry
5 ——————— = r—F VF—¥
The corn........... was oO- ri-ent and im-
- Z rom i
Y ' T I
- 4 colla voce
= |
= 2 7
N
———
— A A 2 — A A
Y 1 i 1N 0 I\ T\' |
z = = e
o . | 4 —¥ ) M S
- mor - tal wheat, which ne-vershouldbe reapd........ nor was e-ver sown,
-y o, . T
ri=s I 2 2 =
s E 3 E =
e T 1 1
— +— { —+ |
= : T : Z
. . 0 ® Ld
:ﬁ' . e — g z
L 2 ) A\ A [\ I
| & [V
r < A
I thought it had stood from e -ver - last - ing to e- ver-last - ing,
0—bi =5 : bty £ —
Zm Jx e S
1
v l
—_ P——
= e l A\ l Iy l
ﬂzgitd'  — m‘ : 7
> r 7 K ry
C - b " ap
N . e —

Dies Natalis H. 15139



16

mp o — a T P
N A ~— —N | v A ! ' y ‘
i L 11 ‘i‘ A ] | 4 L 1] P N A
AY 4 i J ) | 17 7 ) "4 — ] A B4 B V4 —_— | 4
) i r r \ d Y M .' ; —Y -
The green trees, when I saw themfirst, trans-port-ed and ra-vishd me, their
—. \ I\
: —-* 2 o - .- e
= - > - : : § —————
| | T b
s —_— ——— m,
. T T o T v :
- —e= > - : N—— &
3 Y] ‘ ' !

— _ cresc. — 2 ' rﬁ

— s —— > 1)
%u Jvrl 4V1 — ) ¥ 3 1;1 I FJ -
sweet - ness and un - u-sual beau-ty made my heart toleap, and al-most mad..
2 “T. ‘_’ [ "R &4 [VH
S L y i ‘X 4
j . H
rp —_ f mf
i./—— -\{;’ . — " ﬁ
- 1y - i —5
> A
— A tempo
hd D %2 — A 2 * 2
)" # va '1 s [} 2 7 —) T} 17
L T J' 7 ” ¢ &%ﬂ Jﬁ[ 1'1
J .
........ with ec - sta-sy,......... they were such strange.... and
A
v 4 2
* }‘r — -
0 o '.&1 Bt 4‘1‘ .; % .; — g
t —_————
A h (®) 5
~—— —
: Y £ K Y1 ™ IL . vH —_— -
—+ A f . Y » & % y 7 K
] ﬁ ’
]

,—
3 0 —
r )t - VR Y — } vy
T T— T I—T—X o &
—V 174 11 T T - <
14 Y v v

v won - der- ful things. .........ccoovviiiii ..
T -
) L 1] L 1 a J 3L 4 £de -
./ ‘“ - 1 4 S —————
—~ —————— — e ‘—=mp
Q .. ‘E; [~ 3: F: \g: .

& P—T P =

Dies Natalis H. 15139



= jrﬂ_ =

!
i
|
v

Che-ru - bims!... And the young men......... ...
2 T
@ = ——====—=c—= e —r
D) P »d sl =2
mp ‘ — Q_,H;r\— "S‘Jp —Z
; | { — e - bel 14
S % ——— . ’ 7
# .

Dies Natalis H. 15139



T 2 — 'T' ,——.2 A —
| ¢ ) N ) §
%\1. TE_‘F—_ 17 19 ) d ‘l; ‘l. - ‘;k.r
1 4 — v
........ glit-ter-ing and spark-ling An - gels,... and maids
— 2 Z N
3 i B e 5 B e B nr P
bt P eVt w P
S ? : = =
9, e =t
—Y > m 5t - a - - }
s ] <+ ! (arco)
H—
3 ! &' 2 t' @ - N
- — . 5 -
r“ 1'; lrJ | v Y - 1'1 i :IHL'T F 417
¢ strange.... se- raph - ic piec- es of life and beau - tyl
~_ 2 T m— 2
= £ o m iE d: —
; —— — = > —
v = = m n" e —
. . 2 —_T T
B § 5 — e = hp. dim
) b—T 5- = — -
m:
Jh ren = Pi
= = = ]
J e . I
—~J: 4: S Y :
@ —= = = = = —
g 1_J " ' P —
—— | == Bhear D
_ 1N b ] ha- -
~——
L - ! 2 1 o . = X cresc.
D 1 ) N — A
S = B o 1o FFYU : F,',
knew not... that they were born.......... or should die;........... but all things a-
e — " pm—— ™
—~1- i ——
| ¢ r= Ide D 0
ANY 0 go .
¢ ;_\ - T —] >,ﬁ'-/r\ _
o = =2 = 3
=1 o — | ] ——
Dies Natalis H. 15139



19

;
1

——

+—¢

there were

sins or com-plaints

6¢

—
= :
o) I T
T
s
& 2

po-ver-ties, con-ten-tions or

YN

Dies Natalis

H. 15139



i . - cresc.
o 5+ a0 : — 0 —
¢ All tears and quar- rels were hid en| .................. from mine
—_
_—_— I T ™~ ] l
(e 11',; . }. i:: ‘IL' ‘l. ,ij
vr U r p —{ . r ctresc.
. ———— | P . ' _Jd
‘ —F P—
mf cresc. 9'/Pf I
e+ "
¢ eyes. E sa; Al
7 — o =
&> —s. === = —
g /\h A e — T rr
| : ] m
oL e
= i T P —
= —
i B S =
v in the peace............ of E - den......
. S
/) |/—\m o P > f£ =3 : L*j_
e e e e e e ST
5 Lﬁ —— f —
2 go— : 4 ST
b —== = == s
2 ——— = = = =
l‘f’r.¥ 1' I 1
/. Ritard. . . .
1!“ P
AT r—

— — f s } \_lt =
B>—L Y L‘—i - ==
C— = [T— LT |[r— 7 ;
NP ==

t .- = - - e

" | — | -

Dies Natalis

H. 16139



OI
S L~
Ci v v & LS I S B
| 1 \ —_— —
e > = ——
— T FLEF P
\__/ p— A
.. @ . - Molto meno mosso ¢- circa 48
) W .
- - 4 ~— ':E. (7] [
; —p—p—p——H——FF ——
1), M M T R L4 | A T
Ev-ery - thing... was at rest,........
SN —— ]
{ : i e
—— =1 L L y - — ) a3
¢ . ¢ 'psemph'ce K
il : —— T3 |4
* G 00—, % ——
I —~—— 1 Y A
y'\. I A
o—F—30 & 8 ==+ =
v free.............. arnd i{n - mor - tal.....
e = >
S ——5— — T5: L=
J 1 ”;f.
/’- J/ﬁ i >
g. o & e < o 4 J )
‘ . | = L :F T ‘s ————— -
= ——]
2 Rall - -en- - tan - - do )
8354 = — — — — ]
oJ
PNy N —
e ——— %—“-; = 1 T ; f%\,
J 4. % dl - L —t
T —— — - -
/p:J ‘ lwl | m/ 1 2
: . 1 | — o ry —Tde
. j p— o — - == g{
. L] r l vw
VIII N©2
Dies Natalis H. 15139



22

III. The Rapture

*Words by (Danza) Music by
THOMAS TRAHERNE GERALD FINZI
Allegro vivace € gi0joso d- circa 104
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*From ‘““The Poetical works of Thomas Traherne’’ by permission of Messrs. P. J. & A. E. Dobell.
Copyright 1938 by Boosey & CO Ltd. H. 15139



23

-
”‘; ®/—\ 4 P J Ja’
— % } 1! 4 j ! j i i ‘J( 1 — 1oy
—— —y ¢ 6 ]  am
o Sleet In- - fan-cyl.................. o Hea - ven-lyFirel..........
4 T~ b~ fro~ o S T e e e
A J N | | ] 1
.; 'V !‘I | WA .I‘ LL “; )
I TR = T 4
tr mp
— m
F N ) f
— £ — < —

Dies Natalis H. 15189



},_  —
#Trs © - — 1 =
5h ]
How Great am
/-\ /\
P - . . — .
T e o . ~— | +— N—r» p — p—
p—— g |
S e = Sy iy by e e
vV % P = —F V< o=t & U
g | cresc. [,,. b,
AN V.4 2‘1 [ # ﬁ '
'J ~————— T
I Whom........ the whole world ................
_/-\. =N
_—-——_\
L %, Al by by b h, | —
I n o w85 e
eJ 4& ﬁ + l[ \__;/r
= — b
%\ 4“ - h A A
0 A 7 N l'}
p— < P bo * 7 v 7
F . ©®© o -
» 1 <t © ©— ©
L L B | L]
N\ — ! 'V
........ doth mag - ni - Fyl o
/“\
= e —— S-S N T S S
S &S S
ANY ¥ 4 1 1 L 1 1 | S R | ) o
T J e d 1 - ) - . R | I I
f orese.
b b =h X = be 5
¥ d': == &
e v T I G T
\
- _
@ 1
i
T

Dics Natalis

N
H. 15139



25

Pocoritard. . . . . . ... .. .... Piu tranquillo
.) 11
RN —
# : : & =
0 Z T
rp psostenuto " mile
— —— ———rrr T
S Fhe g o—the o oo oo
l,b-‘ ji < l,: == l,: = = (
rr s :
~—"
np 3 P —
s = = e
- 0] hea-ven-ly Joyl
/r‘:'_’_‘\ T
——F—F——T = E J—fi—_‘%—d‘—
o ' - ﬁ'{' P {‘L — -
- 5 =t —F 7] T3 I
A S
p—— p—— pe——— p—— p——1 T
‘L i _1[ ‘F } } L 1 1 % ) I | L D I G | | S . 1
%Ekj——d—i—d— oo g ®
% % 2 2
—~ —_—
2 : 3 o . ¢
= : === : T
(0) Great and Sa - cred Bless - ed-ness.................... Which
- Vo)
\ i \\ .[ ‘?AL A- J
o - x i: | - |
pp ‘
T T 1 1 ; :&
%{,— o oo e —— s ” :
;
—— b 7 1
@ Ravvivando
A
#u bex e ) —
)

I POSS = €S5S e
r.f,_ﬂ
L] ~ i 4e by o4 £
—* = —6 —
P —— F —
3 — i 'VT _l'—jL
IJ]‘IﬁTl

p
(444 b Y hN1dY 4
FEEL R s

P

Dies Natalis H. 16189

2
~




p

Diées Natalis H. 15139

stmile



27

) ”? B
From God.................. a - bove............
—_ | 41\, L — —_—
—1—1+— o— —  m— 1 Tj
‘; =4 'ﬁ Id } 7 ? L
< —— p
v, y
D’ 3 4 % 4
/
= T im e — g ]
— 0 P { : ) 1 ) l
3 Be-ing sent,. ... the Gift ... doth me en -
L/——\ / . \
P—t— ] T . — 1 —}
#4‘ = & Z pﬁ = = ——
A F __F 1 T F
T Il rrr T 1 | - | o ——|
o - - =
14 4 1%
oresc.
P — S — .
© " 1 —e— -
3 t & —
flame.................c.oooei To praise.............coeeiiii His Name;.........
e T ——
-} o P o T~ 1 £
%i’—ﬁ 4 T - —t f+ — £ o T ——
oJ | | I 1 [ [ )
m CTésce.
_Lb
P 7 £ P
@ Molto ritard. . .
/W Tempo I mf
Y © ® y i — ~r 55— =
S = 1
e) — 1
........................................... The Stars.............
3 .
= '__*-ﬂ:_':}lﬁE == Eerar = =t
X j 1 1 % J/ <1171 r 1 v~
o) T f T 1% [ l :
P
T4 T e N i .
Al

Dies Natalis H.15189



28

—— e e e == e e - - - A tempo
N — —_—
1T »
A\IV 4 Al +—
Ll
do move,................

Q D) ] 4 4‘!
=i ‘ e I

The SUD .o doth

crese. poco a poco

— h, -

v <+ VY

Dies Natalis H. 16139



29

l/—\H

""""" Y~ W 'j
J
) —gabg b
y 100 e o af
"
1 | lL 1 TL_I | I i |
) il ! o T
. L »- A EE A A
v v & Ve ¥
Meno mosso d = circa 72 fff
maestoso fo,— U 4SN [
[} o o A
| » 2 N e
A\1 ¥4 1 1 1 {7
e
O howDi-vine Am Y
A —3
o ~~~ ——— ..
= < e
— — m /7 (e 77
51 R i
o — e —
W 4 42 e (e Ey—
[/ ] 49 49 [ @ b [ & W
¥ - <
Y (2)
P /'\m "W L 4
©- ' - ; — 3 1. PO —1 —1 5 T D Y
3 == & 1!?  — ﬁ:ﬂi . X
To all this Sa - cred Wealth, This
s
o I © ‘. R o~ TL - — ]L
S & re = b g
— 'I}p — | P ESPTESS. T
/\A e ‘L jh‘i' I N e /‘—\j\
G 2 = —iF
1 = — i — - Jl.; T? -~
S~—}
Dics Natalis H. 15189



30

Poco tenuto. . . . . _ . Ravvivando. . . . . . . ... ...
Psubito ———  ———— —
: [ & ] 2
S —
i &
Life and Health, WhO  TaIS'A? .o

— = e N S
= E =

= ar_1, i
e

M’A I
0 o - a: s #—qu' — 4 —
y —u - T jF‘\.a < /7 - j E—
P L 1‘; 'z
~——— ~—
‘ﬁ’_‘\ : N \f . i @ 1 Jl\ N N
\\1/) = % * Ji ‘l #ij: H!I} { }
Who mine Did make the samel.......... What..
A
l N
-sﬁAl
Tempo 1
—_ . T~ . jf /_\n/' \gf ﬁ/\
= —
ANV 4 : _ y
...... hand ................. AT = VIB e e
0, A o BV » 5 7 B
i T =
tr Araarn &
f S—— b. ~————

Dies Natalis H. 16139



Poco largamente
T

31

< P
T
A b
A T
14 - vV
i . A tempo
— g - g -r
)
A
- /——\
bt D J g e ——
v ’ —1 T ﬁ-— - - B p
mf  or ¢sc. = S mP crescendo molto
T b = bt
Id Ad Il 8 X g -1
l ‘-( ' ~N— _;3 3 S
~——— v \ _
U ) |
3 3 A
S L pg— L g=1 g :
N e | N l
3 3 ‘?’ F-’ {3
L v
e = . s
e e {
3 3
~—9% s = VIII N9 3

Dies Natalis

H. 15139



32

IV. Wonder

. (Arioso)
Words by Music by
THOMAS TRAHERNE GERALD FINZI
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V. The Salutation

*Words by (Aria) Music by

THOMAS TRAHERNE GERALD FINZI
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