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COMPOSER'S NOTE

A title is a useful means of reference. Of course, opus so and so would do just

as well. Only | happen to dislike referring to works by number. What matters is
the music alone. How relevant to the music, or otherwise, a listener may find a
given title, is entirely up to him. | believe that some of the more striking
characteristics of the ‘Leo’ sign, as symbolised in the traditional zodiac figures,
are reflected in the disposition and temperament of the person born under that
sign. | am thinking of the lion’s lazy peacefulness — so long as he is left alone —
or of its awe-inspiring outbursts when roused. | have always wanted to pay
homage to the unshakeable, natural, completely unpretentious self-reliance of the
lion and to its terrific fighting power . . . Leo shows the way | tried to do it.

R.G.

The above note may be-printed in programmes without fee, with the following acknowlegement:

© Copyright by Roberto Gerhard, and reprinted by permission of Oxford University Press



This work was commissioned by the Hopkins Center in celebration of the
bicentennial anniversary of Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire,
U.S.A., where it was given its first performance on 23 August, 1969, conducted
by Mario di Bonaventura.

The first European performance was given by the London Sinfonietta conducted
by David Atherton in the Queen Elizabeth Hall on 24 November, 1969.

Instrumentation

Flute
(doubling piccolo)

Clarinet
Horn

Trumpet
Trombone
Piano/Celeste*
Violin

Cello

Percussion:

1: Medium & large cymbals
Small & medium woodblocks
Xylophone
Glockenspiel
Antique cymbals
Heavy (low) triangle

T Vibraphone
1 Tubular bells

2:1 Vibraphone
Large & medium cymbals
Tamtam
Bass drum
Side drum
Claves
Medium woodblock
Triangle (heavy)

Small & medium Chinese tomtoms
Timpani @edal)
1 Tubular bells

s« The piano and celeste parts can be played by the same player, but a second player may be used
for the celeste if desired.
tPercussion instruments used by both players

Duration 20 minutes

Instrumental parts are on hire
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