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THE DEVIL and DANIEL WEBSTER

Folk Opera in One Act

Book by STEPHEN VINCENT BENET
'CAST OF CHARACTERS

Music by DOUGLAS MOORE

JABEZ STONE, a New Hampshire farmer Bass

MARY STONE, his wife Mezzo-soprano
DANIEL WEBSTER, Secretary of State Baritone

A FIDDLER Speaking part
MR. SCRATCH, a Boston lawyer Tenor
JUSTICE HATHORNE Speaking part
CLERK Baritone
VOICE OF MISER STEVENS Tenor
WALTER BUTLER Speaking part
BLACKBEARD TEACH Baritone
KING PHILIP Jurors Bass

SIMON GIRTY Tenor

OTHER JURYMEN
MEN AND WOMEN OF CROSS CORNERS, NEW HAMPSHIRE

The action takes place in the home of Jabez Stone, Cross Corners, N. H.
— s

First performances by the American Lyric Theatre at the Martin Beck Theatre,
New York, May 18- 26, 1939

FRITZ REINER, Conductor Staged by JOHN HOUSEMAN
Production designed and lighted by ROBERT EDMOND JONES

CASTS
Jabez Stone ..o JOHN GURNEY Justice Hathorne ...................... CLAIR KRAMER
Mary Stone ... NANCY McCORD Clerk e EDWARD MARSHALL
BETTINA HALL Voice of Miser Stevens ............ CLAIR KRAMER
Daniel Webster ................ LANSING HATFIELD Walter Butler ..... : DON LEE
. RICHARD HALE Blackbeard Teach ............ LAWRENCE SIEGLE
A Fiddler ......ccncieens FRED STEWART Simon Girty .. ERNICE MARSHALL
Mr. Scratch cooeiiee GEORGE RASELY King Philip ....cccoemieceeecees PHILIP WHITFIELD
e e

SYNOPSIS OF THE STORY

“THE DEvIL AND DANIEL WEBSTER” is laid in New Hampshire, in the forties. It begins with a
country festival—the neighbors of Cross Corners celebrating the marriage of Jabez and Mary Stone. The
Stones were always poor, but Jabez has prospered amazingly and they-re talking of running him for governor.
Everything goes well at first—Daniel Webster, the great New England hero, appears as a ‘guest, and is given
a real New Hampshire welcome. But there is another guest, too, and an unexpected one—a Boston lawyer
named Scratch, who carries a black collecting box under his arm. His appearance terrifies Jabez, the song 3
he sings horrifies the neighbors and when a lost soul, in the form of a moth, flies out of the collecting box, i
panic ensues. The neighbors realize that Jabez Stone has sold his soul to the devil, denounce him, and flee.
Left alone with Mary, Jabez tells how he came to make his hideous bargain. They appeal to Daniel Webster "
who promises to help them. But the devil—Mr. Scratch—is an excellent lawyer too. When Webster demands
a trial for his client, Scratch summons from the Pit a jury of famous American traitors and renegades and a
hanging judge who presided at the Salem witch-trials. It is a jury of damned souls, and Webster seems about
to lose, not only the case but his own soul’s salvation. when, by his powers of oratory, he finally turns the tables .
on Scratch and rescues Jabez. The neighbors rush in to drive the Devil out of New Hampshire, and the case
ends with pie breakfast, as it should. .-

, —STEPHEN VINCENT BENET. 7.
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THE OPERA IS SCORED FOR LARGE ORCHESTRA AS FOLLOWS:

Two flutes, one interchangeable with piccolo

Two oboes, one interchangeable with English horn
Two Clarinets, one interchangeable with bass clarinet
Two bassoons, one interchangeable with contrabassoon
Two horns

Two trumpets ~

One trombone

Harp

Timpani

Percussion

Strings

A Score for Small Orchestra with Electric Organ is also Available
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The fiddle squeaks and stops. The dancers mop their brows. = T
FIRST MAN CROWD ’

Whew! Ain’t danced like that since I was knee-
high to a grasshopper.

[geoman N
e rtlan/dM&gr,” Fiddler!
THIRD MAN
No, wait-a minute, neighbors. Let’s-hear from
the_happy pair! , Jabez! .

FOURTH MAN
Let’s hear from the State Senator!

OTHERS
Speech! Speech!

OLD MAN

M;ght as well. It’s the last time he’ll kave the
last word.. g

“\_ OLD WOMAN
Now, Henry&wgks, you ought to be ashamed

of yourself. \
OLD " i V
Told you so, Jabez.
i
/ S
OTHERS

Spee
IDDLER gives a flourish on his fiddle.] \

JABEZ
[Embarrassed.]
Neighbors—friends—I'm not much of

speaker—spite of your ’lecting me to State

Senate— .
U.S.No QO =

Mtlle ticket, Jabez. Smart mar, Jabez—
I'voted for ye: Go ahead, Senator, you're doing.
fine. T

- <
e

—

_~~ JABEZ

But we’ ée;'tajnly glad Me
and Madry. And we want to thank you for con~.
ing” and— :

A VOICE
Vote the Whig ticket!

ANOTHER VOICE
Hurray for Dan’l Webster!

JABEZ
And I'm glad Hi Foster said that, for those
are my sentiments, too. Mr. Webster has prom-
ised to honor us with his presence tonight.

~ T TEROWD
{Hurray f or Dan’ll H aj\fo{the\\grei&st
man in/the U.S.! )
JABEZ '

And, when he comes, I know we’ll give him a
real New Hampshire welcome.

=WIll—YVEebste

: villz orever! And to hell
enry Clay! ES
JABEZ
And meanwhile—well, there’s Mary and me—
and, if you folks don’t have a good time, well,
we won’t feel right about getting married at all.
Because I know I've been lucky—and I hope she
feels that way, too. And, well, we’re going to be
happy or bust a trace. So there.
[He wipes his brow to terrific applause and
takes MarY’s hand. They look at each

with Hi

other.]‘
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WEBSTER

Neighbors—old friends—it does me good to
hear. you. But don’t cheer me—I’'m not running
for President this summer.

[4 laugh from the crown.] -

I’'mhere on a better errand—to pay my humble
respects to a most charming lady and her very
fortunate spouse—

[There is the twang of a fiddlestring break-
ing and a muffled “Tarnation!” from the
FIDDLER. WEBSTER blinks at the interrup-
tion, but goes on.]

‘We're proud of State Senator Stone in these
parts—we know what he’s done. Ten years ago
he started out with a patch of land that was
mostly rocks and mortgages—and now—well,
you've only to look around you. I don’t know that
I've ever seen a likelier farm—not even at
Marshfield—and I hope, before I die, I'll have
the privilege of shaking his hand as Governor of
this State. I don’t know how he’s done it—I
couldn’t have done it myself. But I know this.
Jabez Stone wears no man’s collar.

[At this statement, there is a discordant
squeak from the fiddle, and JAREZ STONE
looks ~embarrassed. WEBSTER knits his

And what;‘s more, if I know J. abez, he never
will. But I didn’t come here to talk politics—I
came to kiss the bride.

[He does so among great applause. He
shakes hands with STONE. ]

Congratulations, Stone—you’re a lucky man.
And now, if our friend in the corner will give us
a tune on his fiddle,

[Pause.]

WEBSTER
[4 trifle irritated.]
I said, if our friend in the corner would give us
a tune on his fiddle.

FIDDLER

[Passionately throwing fiddle down.]
- Hell’s delight—excuse me, Mr. Webster. But

U.S.No.go
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the very devil’s got into that fiddle of mine. She
was doing all right up to just a minute ago. But
now I’ve tuned her and tuned her, and she won’t
play a note I want. '
[4nd, at this point, ME. scRATCH makes his
. appearance. He has entered, unobserved,
from the other side of the stage and mized
with the crRowD while all eyes were on DAN-
IEL WEBSTER. He is, of course, the devil—a
New England devil, dressed: like a rather
shabby attorney, but with something_ just a
‘little wrong about his clothes ahd appear-
ance—pombly his gloved hands, certainly
his air. He carries a large, black, tin box,
like a botanist’s collecting box, under one
arm. Now he slips through to the front rank
of the ceowD and confronts the FIDDLER. ]

MR. SCRATCH -
Maybe you need some rosm on your bow, ﬁd—
dler.
FIDDLER
Maybe I do and maybe I don’t. But who are .
you? I don’t remember seeing you before.

"SCRATCH

Oh, I'm just a friend—a humble friend of the
bridegroom’s.

[He turns toward JABEZ.]
[A4pologetically.]
I'm afraid I came in the wrong way, Mr Stone

—you’ve improved the place so much since I last
saw it, that I hardly knew the front door. But, I

~ assure you, Icame as fast as I could.

JABEZ
[Obviously shocked.]
'It—it doesn’t matter. ~
[With a great effort.]
Mary—Mr. Webster—this is ‘a—a friend of
mine from Boston—a ’legal friend. I didn’t ex-
pect him today, but—
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SCRATCH

Oh, my dear Mr. Stone—an occasion like this
—I wouldn’t miss it for the world.

[He bows.]
Charmed, Mrs. Stone. Delighted, Mr Webster.

But—don’t let me break up the merriinent of the
meeting—

[He turns and puts his collecting box down
on a table.]

FIDDLER
[With a grudge, to sCRATCH.]
Boston lawyer, eh?

SCRATCH
You might call me that.

FIDDLER

And what have got in that big, tin box of
yours? Law papers?

SCRATCH

Oh—curiosities, for the most part. I'm a col-
lector, too.
FIDDLER

Don’t hold much with Boston curiosities my-
self. And you know about fiddling too, do ye?
Know all about it?

SCRATCH
Oh—

[d4 deprecatory shrug.]

FIDDLER

Don’t shrug your shoulders at me—I ain’t no
Frenchman. Telling me I needed more rosin!

MARY
[T'rying to stop the quarrel.]
Isaac—please—

FIDDLER

Sorry, Mary—MTrs. Stone. But I been playing
the fiddle at Cross Corners weddings for twenty-

U.S.Noe.go0

five years. And now here comes a stranger from
Boston and tells me I need more rosin.

SCRATCH
But, my good friend—

FIDDLER
Rosin indeed! Here—play it yourself then and
see what you can make of it!
[He thrusts the fiddle into sSCRATCH’S hands
and retires-in-ahuff:] 45 DL ; hat iy
by
SCRATCH
[With feigned embarrassment.]
But really—I—
[He bows toward STONE. ]
Shall I—Mr. Senator?

[5aBEZ makes a helpless gesture of ‘assent.]

MARY
[To 5aBEZ.]
Mr. Stone—Mr. Stone—are you ill?

JABEZ
No—no—but T feel—it’s hot—

WEBSTER
[Chuckling.]

Don’t you fret, Mrs. Stone. I've got the right
medicine for him.

[He pulls a flask from his pocket.]

Ten-year-old Medford, Stone—I buy it by the
keg, down in Marshfield. Here—

[He tries to give some of the rum to JABEZ.]
N 2
JABEZ g -~ o Ut
No—Mary—Mr. Webster. &~ . \
[With a burst.]

O, let him play—Ilet him play! Don’t you see
he’s bound to? Don’t you see there’s nothing we
can do?

[Rustle of discomfort among the guests.
SCRATCH draws the bow across the fiddle
in a horrible discord.]
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in tribute to the bride and groom-I'll

MARY: Oh Jabez-Mr.Webster-stop him!
Do you see his hands? He's playing with

play something appropiate-a song of young love gloves on his hands.
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SCRATGH _ms

Young Wil-liamwas a thriving boy.

(Listen to my doleful
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Webster interrupts - - Scratch breaks off into a mocking laugh

WEBSIER: Stop! Stop! You miserable wretch - can't you see that you're frightening
Mrs.Stone? (He wrenches the fiddle out of Scratch's hands and tosses it aside.)
And now, sir - out of this house!
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ENSEMBLE and MELODRAMA 28

Cue-WEBSTER: And now sir, out -of this house. (Voice of the moth from orchestra

. pit, loud speaker off stage, or
(Dialog follows the music) from concealed singer on stage.)

Allegr SCRATCH: You're a bold man,Mr.Webster. Too bold for your own
mgdgrato good,perhaps. And,after all,you know-it wasn'tmy fiddle. It belmged to-
i - -——
P (Bass)

SCRATCH: (to fiddler) Idiot,
what are you doing with my
ollecting box?

FIDDLER: Bostor lawyer,eh? Well I don't think so. I

think you've got something in that box of yours you're
afraid to show. And by jingo -
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(He opens the box. FIDDLER: Why t'aint
A white moth flutters out) (Thunderclap) nothing but a moth.
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28 Telea polyphemus FIDDLER: But it ain't no common moth! I seen

___WOMEN , . L mzﬁ And it's got a death's head on it!
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JABEZ: Miser Stevens.
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An-swer them,Mis-ter State Sen- a- tor.
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God help you, neigh - bor

flame till the'Judg-ment Day!
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flame till the Judg -ment Day! God help you, neigh - bor Stone!
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(Webster puts his hand on Jabez's Adagio MARY: My—dear, x 1Zb
head, then goes slowly out) Ob. ;“\H@“'-’
S = R Al
v\___’/ rit. / ~G
i o) = e
v —3 1% —¢ Bt} — 3 > 4
=t v

JABEZ: It's all true, Mary. All true. You must hurry.

MARY: Hurry?

JABEZ: Hurry after them-back to the village-to your folks. Mr.Webster
/,will take you-you'll be safe with Mr.Webster. You see, it's all :true
" and he'll be back in a minute. The other one. I've got until twglve-

that's the contract. But there isn't much time.

Allegro maestoso
MARY: Are you telling me to run JABEZ:You don't understand, MARY: We made some pro-
away from you, Mr.Stone? Mary. It's true. imises to each other.
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work all day
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and meant it,

Ma.

T

ry, too.

But I did-n't

mean it to come

=S oe= e
@ . 43
kP accel, Y. Piu allegro -
S = — ! — ] — =
true.
— I : - > = . i == 2
1 : } # 1 H =
I $& accel. fr— =~ | ~—— ¥ g

p

EFET ##*higigiéii'i

e L
— 4 ' T 4 r
But that was the trouble, He came that night. Ver- ypo-lite,oh,
d ————— V4 ) - =
, .~
— P > . "
== = S===ss

<

U.S.No;oo




e

4 ! *
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do him brown?There is-n't a law-yer known to man!
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fmusic follows dialog)

WEBSTER: Good evening,

MARY: Mr.webster!

JABEZ: Dan'l Webster!

_ neighbors! Perhaps But I thought _
Meno mosso I can!
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Allegro Moderato
‘WEBSTER: You'll excuse me for leaving you for amoment. JABEZ:Wellitmight be,I guess,but

I was just taking a strollon the

evening. Fine summer evening, too.

cumstances

porch,in the cool of thatkind of dependson the cir-

% | WEBSTER: H'm.Yes.I happened to over-
:;:E:‘ hear alittle of your conversation.
e —— I gather you'rein trouble,neigh-
_J_/"'—\ J_/"\ bor Stone.
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JABEZ:Sore WEBSTER:Sort of law JABEZ:You might call it  MARY: Oh,
trouble, case,l .understand. that,Mr.Webster. Kindof Jabez!"
Andante . a mortgage case,in away.
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WEBSTE{ Mortg age case. WellI don't
enerally pl pl ea. now, except before

but this case of yours_ pre-
sents some very unusual.

and I never deserted
a ne1ghbor in trouble
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So,if I can
can be ofany will you help him?
assistance.
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MARY:Oh Mr.Webster JABEZ: It's a terrible lot to ask Mr.VWebster,

But-well,you see,there's Mary. And, if
you could see your way to it-
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WEBSTER: MARY: Oh, WEBSTER: There, there,Mrs. Stone.
I will. Mr.Webster! " (she weeps) After all,if two New Hampshiremen
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We might just as well give the When is he JABEZ: The time is
country back to the Indians. coming,Jabez? getting late.
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WEBSTER: Then I'd better refresh my memory. JABEZ:Ten years. JABEZ: Tonight.Oh
The-er-mortgage was for a definite term WEBSTER: And it I can't see how
of years? :Z_ﬁ falls due? N
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I came to be
such a fool!
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document of your own free will?
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WEBSTER:No use crying over spilt milk,Stone.We've got to get you
out of it, now. But tell me one thing. Did you sign this precious
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JABEZ:Yes it was my own free WEBSTER: H'm-that's a MARY: Oh,Mr.Webster, can
will. I can't deny that. trifle unfortunate.But you 'save him? Can you?
we'll 4 see.
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WEBSTER:I shall do my best,madam.That's all you MARY: But, even you, Mr.Webster-
can ever say, till you've seen what the oh, I know you're Secretary of
jury looks like. 4 State-
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I know you're But it's different WEBSTER:Have you ever seen my MARY:
a great man- fighting the devill farm at Marshfield,madam? No, sir.
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butts like a.railroad train.

I'vegot a ram,

Go - li-ath, ——
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bull with a roll-ing eye.— Wh.en he stamps his foot,the stars comeout And the

=2

==
s

$

~

H

£

JH:E'

—or

—¢

T\lL} s /51

ot

T

light~en-ing blinks in the sky. I've got a bull, King Stephen, With a
s== Si= =<
-
; =

U.8.NO.goO




rit_dolce a tempo

N A 1 4 ‘ 14 —F-

kick 1like a can- non ball.— But he actslikea suck-ing tur- tle-dove —

rit. a tempo

5 i : 1
% —— & égealﬁg

- g
= T e . uld .
e :
L4 Li 1 L
When I go in- to his stall.eee—___ I'm not an id - le
- + 4 g

<

R e

il
MWL
il
1l
kl:

poco rit. a tempo
e 3

1 — 1 - — - - B M com— —i
al-ways fought for the free. They know a-bout Dan- iel.Web- ster Where-

L\

1 = -y > ~m— I - %
%—3_ == # = : -3 & :
ff poco rit. a tempo r
!| o {E i 1
N o
AN " rit.
M F

— &
> L 1 ]
‘W—Hﬂm . —7 9 ] EF B =
) 4 1 1 1§ ¥ I & .. 1

And they know he stands forthe Un - ion

o 2 B — I s —— N o HY
;

o

®
=

b

ev-er the ea -gle flies,

vel

B e ¥ ¥ +

o
|

X1

[l

+

[ -

il

==

U.S.No.go !




/,, MeT

52 _ —— a tempo

e N

And does-n't stand for lies.

Ask at the work- men's cot-tage, —

ST [ Fi i % twath
~ — # atim»ol_Ll_l—H

-

Ask at the farm -er's gate! They know a- bout Dan-iel Web-ster, The -

:!! 7 Y ﬁ-z:i-—] —

e I
' ¥
mh
a? dim. .

g ﬁ.f.: 5f$=§_#§ Eﬂ!' E —
= F—— == = ]
pride of the Gran-ite State. They know a-bout Dan -iel Web-ster As

===
= ;

(Yh0 -2

A

b nf

H ﬂ- — ’L. 3 I : 5 ! ' ﬁ Bﬂ
% 2 s ﬁ ; : Hi‘g 'E 3 1 4 2 4 ) — 1 2

on -ly neigh - bors can. And he'll fight ten thou~sand dev-ils To

lll; i 1= T  — ! S—
e ! e vy A
nf
 —  — ]
=z = T =+t
= = c ——1 ;

«S.No.gc



\d be*
— /—El .. ﬁH LT 2T ba — nit.
save a New Hamp- shire man! And he'll fight ten thousand dev-ils  ~ To
, i:' . ;" + A A
fe== e
— T —_—— |ff i
Z;;Egip ! .!. ig;, ! ' jg;;7 :
* " :
— ” 1|Altemate
w ﬁ- Lﬁ— - J# I f ;1‘1 Fﬂf

save a New Hamp-shire man! man! And he'll fight ten thou- sand

Vi
Ve

= v [ ’\_

”7
;
I

dev-ils— To save a New Hamp -shire man!

h—t . A *?"F——L&—r—,.l(ﬂ;oms’ — —=

b % ﬁ.\_____/\——-—/
| . ————1

I
T
£
£

' 'MELODRAMA AND MARY'S PRAYER
@ JABEZ: You hear, MARY:Yes.And I trust Mr.Webster, But-oh there WEBSTER:There
Mary? must be some way I can help! 4J is one,madam-
and a hard one.
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WEBSTER:-As Mr.Stones counsel, I  MARY: WEBSTER:Madam,think for amoment.You cannot help

- must formally request your - No. Mr.Stone-since you are hiswife, your testimony
withdrawal. would be prejudiced. And,frankly,madam,in a very
,X? few moments,this is going to be no place for a lady.
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MARY:But I can't- JABEZ:You must go, WEBSTER:Pray,madam-you can help us

I can't leave him- Mary. You must. with your prayers. Are the prayers
I can'tbear it. of the innocent unavailing?
Q .J. ﬂ Andante espresmV
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MARY: Oh, I'll pray - I'll pray. But a woman's more than a
praying machine, whatever men think. And how do I know?
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Y Am WEBSTER
. Y en. Oh come, man, come! Just because you’ve sold
\’f\ [MARY has gone.] your soul to the devil, that needn’t make you a
teetotaler.
JABEZ [He laughs and passes the jug to STONE, who
Thank , Mr. Webster. Sh ht to go. tries to pour from it. But at that moment a
But Iacoulﬁ;‘,lt h avl;. mas e h:: do i: ought 1o 8o clock begins to strike the three-quarters and
STONE 8pills the liquor.]
WEBSTER J
Oh God!
Well, Stone—1I know ladies—and I wouldn’t WEBSTER

be surprised if she’s still got her ear to the key-
hole. But she’s best out of this night’s business.
How long have we got to wait?

Never mind—it’s a nervous feeling, waiting for
a trial to begin. I remember my first case— . .~
A .

o . JABEZ 3
: ' *Tain’t that. .
4 o o~ v A
{ | "P, ) JABEZ . [He turns to WEBSTER.] | fzx{t wi) W
[Beginning to be terrified again.] Mr. Webster—Mr. Webster. For God’s sake.

Not long—not long. Mr. Webster, harness your horses and get away

from this place as fast as you can!
WEBSTER
Then I'll just get out the jug, with your per- [Placidly.]

mission, Stone. Somehow or other, waiting’s You've brought me a long way, neighbor, to

wonderfully shorter, with a jug. tell me you don’t like my company.
[He gets jug and glasses, puts them on
table, drinks and enjoys it.] . .
Ten-year-old Medford. There’s nothing like Miserable wretch that I am! I've brought you

: : . devilish way and now I see my folly. Let him
it. I saw an inch worm take a drop of it once and a N
he stood right up on his hind legs and bit a bee, | G8W into meif he wants to—I don’t hanker after

: it, I must say, but I can stand it. But you're the
Come and try a nip. Union’s stay and New Hampshire’s pride. He
JABEZ mustn’t get you, Mr. Webster—he mustn’t get

There’s no joy in it for me.
U.Ss. NoaeoJ y d you!

WEBSTER

JABEZ




W s oo
/ ‘ WEBSTER '
I’m obliged to you, neighbor Stone. It’s kindly
thought of. But fhere’s a jug on-the-table and a
case in hand. And I never left a jug or a case
half-finished in my life
[Knock at the door. JABEZ gwes a cry ]

[san'rcn enters from the night.] N Z

Legt | Chanete D
@ SCRATCH M‘L '

Mr. Webster! This is a pleasure!

WEBSTER
Attorney of record for Jabez Stone! Might

- I ask your name?

SCRATCH
I’ve gone by a good many. Perhaps Scratch
will do for the evening. I'm often called that in
these regions. May-1?
[H] mts af the table and pours a drmk from

the
And now, I call upon you, as a law-abiding
citizen, to assist me in taking possession of my
property.
WEBSTER
Not so fast, Mr. Scratch. Produce your evi-

~ dence—if you have it.

[scraTcH takes out a black pocketbook and
examines papers.]

SCRATCH

Slattery—Stanley—Stone.

[Takes out a deed.]

There, Mr. Webster. All open and aboveboard
and in due and legal form. Our firm has its
reputation to consider—we only deal in the one
way.

'WEBSTER

}{Wﬁ{u’ng deed and looking it over.]

’m. This appears—I say it appears—to be
properly drawn. But, of course, we contest the
signature.

SCRATCH
[Suddenly turning.on Stone and shooting
a finger at him.]

Is that your s1gnature?

[Wearily.] ws ‘L‘”*L*

You know damn well it is.
U.S.No.go0

WEBSTER 57
[Angrily.] fo
Keep quiet, Stone. (L§ ¢ L 2
[To scraTcH.]
But that is a minor matter. This precious doc-
ument isn’t worth the paper it’s written on. The

law permits no traffic in human flesh.

SCRATCH
Oh, my dear Mr. Webster! Courts in every
State in the Union have held that human flesh is
property, and recoverable. Read your Fugitive
Slave Act. Or shall I cite Brander versus McRae?

‘WEBSTER

But in the case of the State of Maryland versus
Four Barrels of Bourbon—

SCRATCH
That was overruled, as you know, sir. North
Carolina versus Jenkins and Co.
WEBSTER
[Unwillingly.]
You seem to have an excellent acquaintance
with the law, sir.
SCRATCH
Sir, that is no fault of mine. YWhere I come
from, we have always gotten the pick of the Bar.

WEBSTER
[Changing his note, heartily.]

Well, come now, sir. There’s no need to make
hay and oats of a trifling matter, when we’re both
sensible men. Surely we can settle this little dif-
ficulty out of court. My client is quite prepared
to offer a compromise,

[scraTcH smiles.] ;

) WEBSTER
A very substantial compromise.
[scraTcH smiles more broadly, slowly shak-
ing his head.]
Damn it, man, we offer ten thousand dollars!
[scraTcH sighs, “No™.]
Twenty thousand—thirty—name your figure!
I'll raise it if I have to mortgage Marshfield!
SCRATCH
Quite useless, Mr. Webster. There is only one
thing I want from you—the execution of my con-
tract.
WEBSTER
But this is absurd. Mr. Stone is now a State
Senator. The property has greatly increased in
value!



SCRATCH

The principle of caveat emptor still holds, Mr.
Webster.

[He yawns and looks at the clock.]

And now, if you have no further arguments to
adduce—I’m rather pressed for time—

’f' _ WEBSTER
[Thundering.] _
- Pressed or not, you shall not have this man. Mr.
Stone is an American citizen, and no American
citizen may be forced into the service of a foreign
prince. We fought England for that in 12 and
we’'ll ﬁght all hell for it again!

» SCRATCH
Foreign? And who calls me a foreigner?

‘WEBSTER

Well, I never yet heard of the dev—of your
claiming American citizenship.

SCRATCH

And who with better right? When the first

wrong was done to the first Indian, I was there.
When the first slaver put out for the Congo, I

stood on her deck. Am I not in your books and -

stories and beliefs from the first settlements on?

cue- SCRATCH-You have said it.
Molto Andante

INVOCATION (éfg,, L

Am T not spoken of still, in every church in New )

England? 'Tis true the North claims me for a

Southerner and the South for a Northerner, but’
I am neither. I am merely an honest American .

like yourself—and of the best descent—for to
tell the truth, Mr. Webster, though I don’t like
to boast of it, my name is older in the country
than yours. :

‘WEBSTER

Aha! Then I stand on the Constltutlonl I .

demand a trial for my client.

e
SCRATCH ) '
The case is hardly one for an ordinary jury—
and, indeed, the lateness of the hour—

WEBSTER
Let it be any court you choose, so it is an
American judge and an_American jury. Let it
be the quick or the dead. I'll abide the issue!
SCRATCH

You have said it. kR ‘) ﬁL =y

[He points his finger at the place where the
Jury is to appear. Clap of thunder—lights
blink—music. As he recites his incanta-
tion the light in the jury box gradually
atrengthem and the ghost-like figures o
the § Jurymen are seen seated there.] .6/
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. SCRATCH: Are you content with the jury,Mr.Webster?
_ —\J - ,WEBSTER: Quite content.Though I miss General Arnold
% i‘;l o £ - - jfrom the company.
’ SCRATCH: Benedict Arnold is engaged upon other busi-
_ ness. Ah,you asked for a justice, I believe,
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THE TRIAL
(Justice Hathorne enters) SCRATCH:Justice Hathorne is a jurist of .experience.
(Dialog follows music) He presided at the Salem witch trials.There were
others who tepented of the business later.

Andante lugubre
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o ) HATHORNE: Repent of such notable wonders and under-
But not he,not he! takings?Nay,hang them,hang them all!
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WEBSIER: Your honmor- HATHORNE: The prosecution  SCRATCH:Your honor,Gentlemen

will proceed. of the Jury. This is aplain,
straight-
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forward case. It need
not detainuslong. p
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De-tain us long, it will not de-tain us long.
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SCRATCH: It concerns one thing alone-the to wit, his soul,by Jabez Stone,

transference,barter and sale of a certain farmer,0f Cross Corners,New Hampshire.
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That transference,barter or by a deed. T ofter that deed in evidence and mark

sale is attested it gxhibit A.
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It offers incontestable evi- I shall now call .
dence of the truth of the Jabez Stone to the Jab-ez Stone to the witness stand.
prosecution's claim, witness stand
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Jab-ez Stone,

He'll rry like a ba.t-tcr cake once

we get hiw
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Jab-ez Stone.

He'll fry 1like a bat-ter cake once
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SCRATCH: Now,Jabez Stone, answer me.You'd better know.You haven't got a chance and there'll
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HATHORNE: There will be no cross-examination.We have jyay Brief
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with a gesture)
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thunder and roar. do that. nounce and defy. do that. this man already
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See that you For I shall not
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yet shall shelive She shalllivein the She shall live in
while man lives.
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have made her free!
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The jury will retire to consider its verdict.
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Your Honor!
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