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This work was commissioned by the Department of Music, University
College, Cardiff, and was given its first performance by the University
Ensemble of Cardiff on 19 March 1968. It has been recorded by the
same Ensemble on PYE GFGC 14107 stereo).

Allegro - Allegrétto
Allegro

Lento non troppo
Allegro

Duration 164 minutes

Composer's Note

This piece falls into four main sections. Most of the music stems from two
melodic ideas, which are stated at the opening; the first mainly in quavers,
fortissimo, the second, mainly in weighty crotchets, molto allargando.

The first section then proceeds in a more leisurely fashion (the Allegretto),
enlarging upon the first melodic idea. The music increases in intensity
until a climax is reached, afterwhichitdies away. The piano then introduces
the second melodicideain a low register, againsta murmuring
accompaniment in the strings. Another climax soon develops, this time
involving a considerably faster tempo and a restatement of the opening
bars ensues, in a more agitated mood than before. After a pause the
Allegretto tempo returns, with its gentler character. Decorative passages
for the piano lead to a reflective coda, Pils lento, again based on the first
melodic idea, and with this the first section ends.

The next section begins with a version of the first melodic idea divided
among the strings. It continues with rippling figures in bars of various
time-signatures until ,after a build-up of tone, a rather brash tune appears.
This has some family resemblance to the first idea, and it is accompanied
by rattling semiquavers in the piano part. This tune is repeated in canon,
and itis succeeded by quieter music constructed out of various
manipulations of the first melodic idea.

The third section is slow and mostly concerned with the second idea,
which here makes its first appearance in its complete form, when itis
played by the viola. Some declamatory passages make a kind of middle
section, after which the music resumes the more meditative aspect of

the material.

The final section is really concerned with a recapitulation of the second,
and after a few bars starts to treat its material by inversion. The brash tune
then reasserts itself in an aggressive fashion, and the whole work ends
with a loud reference to the first melodic idea.

The above note may be printed in programmes without fee, with the

following acknowledgment:

©Copyright by Alan Rawsthorne and reprinted by permission of
Oxford University Press.

The four string parts are on sale separately.
The pianist plays from the score.
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