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COMPOSER’S NOTE

I have given here a phonetic transcription for English speaking performers, of the original
Russian popular poems set to music by me in 1918-19, and published for Voice and Piano

in 1920.

The Four Songs comprise Nos. 1 and 4 from Quatre Chants Russes, and Nos. 1 and 2

from Trois Histoires pour Enfants.

The sound of the syllables of this old Russian poetry is closely connected with the music

I composed to it.

To the musician’s ear, the right pronunciation of the syllables is much

more explicit than the best translation, which is unavoidably different from the sound of the

original pattern.

This led me to work out a figurative sound pattern based on English phonetic sounds, for

which I have established the following key :

“a” asin “father”

“a” in between ‘“hat” and ‘“hut”
asin ‘“cafe’”

e 5, ““debt”
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as in “Rudyard” but slightly
softer

strongly aspirated, as the German
““ich” or the Scottish “loch”

as “su” in pleasure
front “I’” as in “life”
back “I”” as in “all”

as in ‘“‘canmyon” or the Spanish

[{$~-44

i

as in “Tsetse fly”

as “tu” in “culture”

as in “zebra”

always sharp as in “sit”
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FOUR RUSSIAN SONGS

for Voice, Flute, Harp and Guitar

Phonetic Russian text
by the composer
English translation by

ROBERT CRAFT

I THE DRAKE

IGOR STRAWINSKY
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II A RUSSIAN SPIRITUAL

Phonetic Russian text
by the composer

English translation by
ROBERT CRAFT

IGOR STRAWINSKY
1919, instr. 1954
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III GEESE AND SWANS

Phonetic Russian text
by the composer

Englishtranslation by
ROBERT CRAFT

1IGOR STRAWINSKY
1917, instr.1954

do132
SOPRANO — 1 :'1' 1] 1 £ = /‘ &
Goo - si, le - be - dsi 16 - ts - - li,
‘ >
f— /}-
T > > T T
FLUTE ﬁ : 2 —2 2 e
| ¥ = -
2
"9 — -
LY ] 0 -~ -
oF ' =
.\/
HARP S L
9_.
5 py L
olde
1r
GUITAR
sounds an

octave lower

0 A ) A I\ \
s i |
= 7 . : = E,;B:;ﬁ:
Fchi-sto po-1lye za- 16 - i - li, Fpo-1lye ba - noo-shkoo das -
i //- f— J mare. - n ‘
1 —— i ——+ = ——
- = ¢ = - sim. —* °
[
—é& ¥ = — = =
%] E h— F
mare. =
> > £
= = d t 3 { ;
== ==
g fEEefepeerer fepsspseesfs pespremsffr

Copyright for all Countries,1955,
J.&W.Chester Ltd., London W.1.

J.W.C. 3831A

Qecig<iitiiig

All rights reserved



17

.
N A 1
s b Y —— R—h— - N
0 ¢ d sub.p® ~ ¢
-pi - li. Va-ra-bey dra-va ka - 1lloll,. Ta- ra-kan ba -
0 sempre sim.
A ¥ ¥ T 1
)—6 s ¢ ] —o
()] d - =
P sub.
4 = = -
&)
)]
Y
P sub.
61" IF- N N .IF ‘ f-
~J° | r 4 4 ] | )Y [ 7] 1 1 |
= = < : 2 < i —a 4
pe |2

g freespesesse pecreepeesss sogassspnpas

VT e P e e

P sub.
i I ™ K — TY 5N |L\ a
4 — e e e e e e e e e e e
;3)/ T j F Y — ‘l lr f
fioo ta - pill,__ Mi-shka V6 - doo-shkoo na-si- lla, V-shka pa- ri - lla- sya,
—r o : ] ¥
¢ A S & e — % —
y o% L8 Ll -
\;3[
—- > £ - £ - >
= —
' = S — R ==
freeseespnee geppppspaape soppaspppnns

plCCcgeicgiccgicsgciiziicg

JW.Cc.3831A




\ N I\ . fsub —
g ) —r—7 =% %‘F___S_‘—;
) ~— ¥ 4 = ¥ S
Pri - oosh - ma - ri - 1la - sya. Bye - lla gni - da pad - hva -
>
ﬁ y— — f_ :ﬁ = = T —
] ——¢ ] 3
a ~ J + ‘ 1 4
i => —
i
f>/—-
—r £ £ f
o : =, 12
b o
prepespeeare pppppppprapce

A A A A
R EELgEE LS ELA N

} | R |\ L \ L 1 1
IEE=———=—— e
) ~— I~ ~———— "
ti - lla, Na ra - go-shkoo pa-va - li - lla,
—_— '—‘- [— /?—‘- N mare. {
#‘ e — ¢ e ¢ —
. ’ _\_ v g —\’C g ! :T_/ =
£ £
v P — ¥ = — =
AN V.4 L/ 4 / L
mare. - i
ok = = : =3 !
geasesepappae poppppppppps pappppppppps
#:m-:l-:kzh:h:h:h:h:l-:l-:h:_ SRS EEEEEEEE

Rl cClyci gl

Jeiigliipinig

JW.Cc.3831A

SiEE === =o==
fCcigiispdiig



19

sub.
———— S — = t er
1 I) Tk\ il l\' ] 1l l 1 l“ \
‘ ‘ d 1 ‘ E ‘I ‘ Jl 1
SY@ - ra bllo - shka pad-ska - chi- lla, No-shkoopad-lla - mi - lla, F’pe - red -
0 _ .
e —— 22 =
¢ ————
sim. ~ = = sub.p
0
7 = - e
Y .
B ] sim. s £
'_q% 4 y ) ! 1 1 ] ' {
4 P N\ P\ - b‘ — b ‘ - b 1
b | be- be
A { p sub.

g peeeeee e ppppe

peeeeppeppee

T

meno f

‘ Sizic-oocis
T T e

Reccpciigiicg

k L 1
IAY N | N
| 13 | W ¥
! l\' L
E ——— <‘ﬁ
ba - nok vo -shkoovi - no - si - - - 1la.
i T T K
1 1 l\' [ ¥]
(A E)—¢ ! = & — o—L
)} - O f
0
_i - - - =
| fan) I ]
AN Y4
D]
Y Y
e £
L) N 1 N [N A I
Jo y i 2 1 r 2 y ] y f
=z —= < ——— £ =) £ €
b A

A

2
tsf

, feeesssespes poeeoppoppes poppppnps
e e

I EiEEEss= i ===
Ml EEgciigcis

fecigiiieicig

J.W.C. 38314

Qiigsiiyy

Duration
0’ 31”



R0

IV TILIM- BOM

Phonetic Russian text
by the composer
English translation by

ROSA NEWMARCH
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Ti - lim- bom,
Ti - lim- bom,

ti - lim- bom,
Ti - lim-boom,

Za - ga- rye llsa
Save the goat-shed

ko - ziy dom.
from its doom!

2 — i —'—I .
T t r—
FLUTE | ot ” » 91—
iNY--H——— B B —————h——
£ ) = . &
- r T T r p— p— - p—
= 1 T - !
===
HARP
GUITAR
d
octave lower ——— == —— ===y ===
recommended to use plectrum
me‘no'f;‘ 1< A\ \ L< \ \ |‘< 1 L A A\ |
— 0 N I\ Y N N i 1 hY L AAY JAY 1
S & — — D va
Ki-za Vi - ska-chi-lla,Glla-za vi- poo-chi-lla, Ki - z_i hvo-sti-kom trya-syot,
Moth-er Goat while grazing,Sees her home a blaz-ing, Wags her  stumpy lit- tle tail,
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Pa-méa-gats lyou- dsey za- vyot, Ko - tik f’ko-1la - koll zva-nit, Na pa-jar bye -
Calls for wa - ter, pail on pail, Pus- sy on the bell ropestring  And with might and
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jats vyelit. Ti - lim-bom, ti - 1im- bom, Vi spa-say-tse ko-ziy dom!
main she rings, Ti - lim-bom, Ti- lim-boom, Save the goat-shed from its doom!
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Bye-jit koo-ri - tsa s'vye-drom, Zi - li-vats ko- ziy dom, A za  ney-you pye-too-shok,
MistressHen a  buck-et brings,Some wa-ter quick-ly flings,With her fol-lows Mis-ter Cock,
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Za-lla - toy gro - byeshok, Tash-chit 16 sen- koo, pé -
At the pump he fills a crock; Proud-ly struts_ a-long, lust -
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Ti-lim-bom,  ti-lim-bom, Mi pa-too-shim kd-ziy dom. Lyou-dsi vi- ska-chi- li,Glla- za
Ti-lim-bom, Ti-lim-boom, Save the goatshed fromifs doom! See, the folk cometear-ing, shout-ing,
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vi-poochi-li,_ Bi- ra - do-youfsye trya-soot, Pi-ma-gats ka - zye bye-goot,
jostling, staring, Neer was seen sogreat a crowd. Hark!the fire-bell ring-ing loud.
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Lyou di Pko-lla - Koll zva-nyat, Za sa-boy bye- jats vye- lyat. Ti - lim- bom,
Come,good folk,don't stand a- bout.  Help to put the fierco flames out. Ti- lim- bom,
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ti - lim- bom, Pa- li- valy tse ko - YIV dom. A ka- za sko- ti - kom ki-tom,S’koo-

Ti - lim- boom, Save the goat - shed from ifs doom!Now goat and hen and pus- sy too, With
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ri- tsey,spye-too - hom Na tra - vye si - dyat ryad-kom, Pa- yout grom-kim

sing runs so:

Ti-lim-bom,

Ti-lim-boom,

Cock-a - doo-dle - doo, On the grass sit down in a TowW, And the song they
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ga - lla- skom: Ti- lim-bom, ti- lim-bom, Pa-too-shi - i ko6 - ziy dom.

Moth-er Goat we’ve saved your home!
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